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frequent rain, of giant oaks and of rich pasture on the lower
slopes and valleys, it has not a single feature in common with
the bleak, arid table-land of the centre or with the sub-
tropical south-east. As a main division there runs from the
Cantabrian Mountains to the extreme south of Spain an
almost continuous range, dividing the valleys of the Duero
and the Tagus from that of the Ebro : and from this range
there branch three others from east to west, dividing respec-
tively the basins of the Duero and the Tagus, the Tagus and
the Guadiana, and that of the Guadiana from the Guadal-
quivir. The great Sierra Morena isolates the south from
Castile: the mountains of Toledo shut in the central table-
land on the south, as the Guadarramas enclose it on the
north ; and all round the coast high ranges divide the
interior from the littoral. From these various ranges there
run transverse spurs and buttresses innumerable; and the
whole of Spain, with the exception of the inhospitable central
plateau, and portions of La Mancha, is scored into isolated
valleys and plains dominated by ever-visible mountains. Such
a country as this would necessarily render the process of racial
amalgamation and national unification slow and difficult;
and would develop strong individuality, local jealousy, and
consequently a warlike spirit in the races that inhabited it:
would, in fact, make Spaniards what they are ; intensely local
in-their attachments; proud and pugnacious, with a horror
of being merged, either personally or collectively; good
soldiers in small bodies and indifferent soldiers in large bodies,
and, finally, better citizens than patriots.

But the deep divisions into which the soil of Spain is
divided have done more than set this general impress upon the
various races which inhabit the Peninsula, and thus enable us
frequently to distinguish the mainsprings of national action ;
they have kept the races themselves apart through the ages,
and the character and influence of the several waves of invasion
which have flooded the country can be to a great extent ap-
preciated by the yet distinct, or only partially amalgamated,
elements, of which the population of the different regions
consist. A study, for instance, of the characters of the
Gallego and the Asturian reveals the history of their pro-
vinces better than pages of description would do. The